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Cette nouvelle livraison de nos ‘Eléments de bibliographie ornithologique marocaine’ regroupe une sélection
d’articles traitant de I’avifaune du Maroc. Parmi ceux-ci, nous avons distingué, comme dans les livraisons
précédentes, ceux traitant spécifiquement de ce pays de ceux de portée plus générale mais concernant aussi le
Maroc. Un résumé informatif suit certains d’entre eux, en particulier lorsque le titre n’exprime pas de fagon
évidente le lien avec le Maroc.

Un troisiéme paragraphe présente une sélection de travaux récents relatifs a d’autres pays proches (Espagne
et Iles Canaries, Portugal, Libye, Tunisie, Algérie et Mauritanie en particulier), en lien direct avec I’avifaune
marocaine.

Rappelons que la majeure partie de la bibliographie ornithologique marocaine disponible fin 2001 a été
référencée dans ‘The Birds of Morocco’ (Thévenot, Vernon & Bergier 2003. British Ornithologist Union
Checklist Series 20).

Depuis, la majorit¢é des nouveaux titres apparus ont été listés dans nos ‘Eléments de bibliographie
marocaine’ :

— 1 (Bergier & Thévenot 2004 — Go-South Bull. 1 : 7-12),

— 2 (Thévenot & Bergier 2005 — Go-South Bull. 2 : 44-51),

— 3 (Thévenot & Bergier 2007 — Go-South Bull. 4 : 32-41),

— 4 (Thévenot & Bergier 2008 — Go-South Bull. 5 : 63-76),

— 5 (Thévenot & Bergier 2009 — Go-South Bull. 6 : 113-123),
— 6 (Thévenot & Bergier 2010 — Go-South Bull. 7 : 92-104),
— 7 (Thévenot & Bergier 2011 — Go-South Bull. 8 : 44-52)

Une ‘Bibliographie ornithologique marocaine’ est maintenue a jour a la rubrique ‘Moroccan Bibliography’
du site www.go-south.org.

Nous serions reconnaissant a toute personne ayant connaissance de publications récentes non signalées dans
nos ‘Eléments de bibliographie ornithologique marocaine’ de bien vouloir nous en faire part. De méme, nous
vous remercions par avance de bien vouloir nous signaler toute erreur ou imprécision qui existerait dans les
références présentées.

© 2012 Go-South, all rights reserved.
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1. Nouveaux titres de bibliographie ornithologique marocaine

11 s’agit soit de titres parus en 2011 et début 2012, postérieurement a nos ‘Eléments de bibliographie marocaine —
7’ (cf Thévenot & Bergier 2011 — Go-South Bull. 8 : 44-52), soit de titres antérieurs non signalés dans nos sept

précédentes livraisons.

Adriaens, P. 2011. Hybrid Eurasian x Red-
knobbed Coot successfully breeding with Red-
knobbed Coot in Morocco in April 2009. Dutch
Birding 33: 245-247.

Amezian, M. 2011la. White Stork nests and
Humans  [Online at  http://moroccanbirds.
blogspot.com/2011/06/white-stork-nests-and-
humans.html] posté le 20.06.2011, consulté le
30.06.2011.

Amezian, M. 2011b. Status of Gypaetus barbatus
in Morocco [Online at
http://moroccanbirds.blogspot.com/2011/11/statu
s-of-gypaetus-barbatus-in-morocco.html] posté le
28.11.2011, consulté le 05.01.2012.

Amezian, M. 2011c. African Crimson-winged
Finch: a new Maghreb endemic in the horizon
[Online at http://moroccanbirds.blogspot.com/
2011/12/african-crimson-winged-finch-new.html]
posté le 28.12.2011, consulté le 05.01.2012.

Amezian, M. & Elbanak, A. 2011. The return of
the White-headed Duck [Online at
http://moroccanbirds.blogspot.com/2011/01/retur
n-of-white-headed-duck.html] posté le 12.01.
2011, consulté le 30.06.2011.

Amezian, M. ; Radi, M. ; Ibn Tattou, M. ;
Khayya, M.L. ; Samlali, M.L. & Qninba, A.
2011. Cricket Longtail breeding in southern
Morocco. Dutch Birding 33: 229-233.

Bergier, P. 2011. Ou voir les oiseaux dans le
Sahara Atlantique marocain — Mise a jour
septembre 2011 (rév. 1.0). Go-South Bull. 8 n°
spécial : 98 pages.

Bergier, P. & Thévenot, M. 2011. Bibliographie
ornithologique du Sahara Atlantique marocain —
2. Go-South Bull. 8 : 53-60.

Bergier, P. ; Qninba, A. & Thévenot, M. 2011.
Notes naturalistes au Sahara Atlantique marocain
— 3. Go-South Bull. 8 : 67-103.

Bergier, P. ; Franchimont, J. ; Thévenot, M. &
CHM. 2012. Les oiseaux rares au Maroc.
Rapport de la Commission d'Homologation
Marocaine numéro 17 (2011). Go-South Bull. 9 :
13-32.

Bergier, P. ; Maire, B. & Mathurin, A. 2012.
Records of doves Streptopelia at Awserd, Oued
Ad-Deheb. Go-South Bull. 9 : 7-12.

Bertolero, A. ; Genovart, M. ; Martinez-Abrain,
A. ; Molina, B. ; Mourifio, J. ; Oro, D. &
Tavecchia, G. 2008. Gaviotas cabecinegra,
picofina, de Audouin y tridactila, y Gavion
atlantico en Esparia. Poblacion en 2007 y método
de censo. SEO/BirdLife. Madrid. 112pp. [Online
at  www.seo.org/media/docs/22gaviesc07.pdf].
[Evoluciéon de la poblacion reproductora de
gaviota de Audouin Larus audouinii en las islas
Chafarinas desde 1976 hasta 2008]

Camphuysen, C.J. & Van Der Meer, J. 2005.
Wintering seabirds in West Africa: foraging
hotspots off Western Sahara and Mauritania
driven by upwelling and fisheries. African
Journal of Marine Science 27: 427-437.

Castell, P. ; Castell, R. ; Jackson, A. &
Pleasance, B. 2011. The nest of Cricket Longtail
Spiloptila clamans at Oued Jenaa, Awserd. Go-
South Bull. 8 : 113.

Chargé, R. ; Sorci, G. ; Hingrat, Y. ; Lacroix,
F. & Jalme, M.S. 2011. Immune-mediated
change in the expression of a sexual trait predicts
offspring survival in the wild. PloS One 6 (10):

€25305 doi:10.1371/journal.pone.0025305
[Online at www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles
/PMC3184954/pdf/pone.0025305.pdf]. [The

“good genes” theory of sexual selection
postulates that females choose mates that will
improve their offspring's fitness through the
inheritance of paternal genes. This paper tests the
hypothesis that offspring sired by males of a
preferred phenotype should have better survival
in an endangered bird, the houbara bustard
(Chlamydotis undulata undulata) studied in
Eastern Morocco]

Cherkaoui, I. & Lamrani, M. 2007.
Caractérisation  ornithologique des habitats
naturels de la lagune de Merja Zerga (Maroc).
Ostrich 78: 533-540.

Cherkaoui, I. & Hanane, S. 2011. Status and
breeding biology of Northern Lapwings Vanellus
vanellus in the Gharb coastal wetlands of
northern Morocco. Wader Study Group Bull. 118:
49-54.

Chevalier, F. & Bergier, P. 2011. Notes sur
quelques oiseaux observés prés de Dakhla, Oued
Ad-Deheb. Go-South Bull. 8 : 114-124.

Elbanak, A. 2010. Spoonbills in focus [Online at
http://moroccanbirds.blogspot.com/2010/12/spoo
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nbills-in-focus.html]  posté le 09.12.2010,
consulté le 30.06.2011.

Elbanak, A. & El Khamlichi, R. 2011. Is this
Ring-necked Duck wanted to mate with
Ferruginous Duck? [Online at
http://moroccanbirds.blogspot.com/2011/05/is-
this-ring-necked-duck-wanted-to-mate.html]
posté le 31.05.2011 et consulté le 30.06.2011.

El Bekkay, ML.E. ; Oubrou, W. & Aransay, N.
2007.  Proyecto  ibis  eremita.  Informe
suplementario. Temporada de reproduccion 2007
(Region de Souss Massa, Marruecos). SEO
Birdlife. 8 pp. [Online at www.seo.org/media
/docs/informe%20reproducci%C3%B3n%20ibis
%202007.pdf].

Greig-Smith, P.W. 2011. Birds observed in
Essaouira, 2007-2011. Go-South Bull. 8 : 104-
112.

Hanane, S. 2011. Breeding ecology of Kentish
Plovers Charadrius alexandrinus in rocky and
sandy habitats of north-west Morocco (North
Africa). Ostrich 82: 217-223.

Ichen, A. ; Benhoussa, A. ; Maghnouj, M. &
Rguibi Idrissi, H. 2011. Pontes tardives de la
Caille des Blés Coturnix c. coturnix au Périmétre
de Tadla (Maroc) en 2010. Alauda 79 : 317-318.

Khaffou, M. & Abdelkader, C. 2011. Impacts de
la gestion coutumiére dans la zone humide
d’Aguelmam Sidi Ali (Moyen Atlas, Maroc) sur
le Tadorne casarca (Tadorna ferruginea).
ScienceLib Editions Mersenne 3 : n° 111007 [En
ligne a www.sciencelib.fr/IMPACTS-DE-LA-
GESTION-COUTUMIERE].

Maggini, I. & Bairlein, F. 2011. Body condition
and stopover of trans-Saharan spring migrant
passerines caught at a site in southern Morocco.
Ringing & Migration 26: 31-37.

Méndez, M. ; Tella, J.L. & Godoy, J.A. 2011.
Restricted gene flow and genetic drift in recently
fragmented populations of an endangered steppe
bird. Biological Conservation 144: 2615-2622.
[The paper presents an integrated analysis of
genetic patterns in the endangered Dupont's lark
(Chersophilus duponti), a circum-Mediterranean
songbird threatened by the loss and fragmentation
of natural steppes in recent decades. After
sampling all the remaining Spanish populations
and the two closest North African ones in
Morocco, we found that the Mediterranean Sea
acts as a major barrier against gene flow and that
recent habitat fragmentation is isolating Spanish
populations at different spatial scales]

Moores, R.D. ; Amezian, M & Elbanak, A. 2011.
Morocco Slender-billed Curlew (Numenius
tenuirostris) Survey: Mediterranean Coast and
northern  Atlantic  Coast, 06.02.2011 -

13.02.2011. Unpublished report. [Online at
http://moroccanbirds.webs.com//PDFs/Morocco
%20Slender-billed%20Curlew%20%28Numeni
us%20tenuirostris%29%20survey%202011.pdf]

Moroccan Birds. 2012. Moroccan Marsh Owl:
what can we do to prevent the extinction? :
[Online at http://moroccanbirds.blogspot.com
/2012/01/moroccan-marsh-owl-what-can-we-do-
to.html] posté le 04.01.2012 et consulté le
15.01.2012.

Onrubia, A. 2010. A migragdo das aves no Estreito
de Gibraltar. Pardela 38: 14-17.

Onrubia, A. ; Muiioz, A.-R. ; Arroyo, G.M. ;
Ramirez, J. ; De La Cruz, A. ; Barrios, L. ;
Meyburg, B.-U. ; Meyburg, C. & Langgemach,
T. 2011. Autumn migration of Lesser Spotted
Eagle Aquila pomarina in the Strait of Gibraltar:
accidental or regular? Ardea 99: 113-116.

Pimenta, C. & Moreno-Garcia, M. 2009. Voando
com as Aves no Passado. VII - Memorias de
trabalhos etnozooldgicos no Rif (Marrocos).
Pardela 34: 28-29.

Preston, B.T. ; Saint Jaime, M. ; Hingrat, Y. &
Lacroix, F. 2011. Sexually extravagant males
age more rapidly. Ecology Letters 14: 1017-1024.
[Long-lived houbara bustards (Chlamydotis
undulata) engage in extravagant sexual displays
to attract mates and the authors show that males
investing most in these displays experience a
rapid senescent deterioration of spermatogenic
function at a younger age. This effect is
sufficiently large that the expected links between
male ‘showiness’ and fertility reverse in later life,
despite ‘showy’ males continuing to display at
near maximal levels (Study conducted in Eastern
Morocco)]

Qninba, A. ; Benhoussa, A. ; Ibn Tattou, M. ; El
Idrissi Essougrati, A. ; Ben Haj, S. & Rguibi
Idrissi, H. 2011. Cas probable d'hybridation
Aigrette garzette Egretta garzetta X Aigrette des
récifs Egretta gularis dans l'archipel d'Essaouira
(Maroc). Alauda 79 : 241-242.

Qninba, A. ; El Hamoumi, R. ; Himmi, O. ; Ibn
Tattou, M. & El Agbani, M.A. 2011. Expansion
du Choucas des tours Corvus monedula le long
du littoral atlantique marocain. Go-South Bull. 8 :
61-62.

Qninba, A. ; Radi, M. ; Benhoussa, A. ; Ibn
Tattou, M. & El Agbani, M.A. 2011.
Nidification du Chocard a bec jaune Pyrrhocorax
graculus dans le massif du Haouz (Péninsule
tingitane — Maroc septentrional). Go-South Bull.
8 :63-66.

Radi, M. ; Qninba, A. ; Znari, M. ; Aourir, M. ;
El Idrissi, A. & Dakki, M. 2011. Etude de la
Sterne hansel Gelochelidon nilotica au Maroc
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Central : reproduction, régime alimentaire et
impact de l'activit¢ humaine. Alauda 79 : 269-
284.

Thévenot, M. & Bergier, P. 2011. Eléments de
bibliographie ornithologique marocaine - 7. Go-
South Bull. 8 : 44-52.

2. Autres titres d’intérét général concernant ’avifaune marocaine

Arcos, J.M. ; Bécares, J. ; Rodriguez, B. & Ruiz,
A. 2007. Explorando el mar. SEO/BirdLife: dos
afios de travesia para localizar las Areas
Importantes para las Aves. La Garcilla 130: 8-15.
[Suivis par satellites de Goélands d'Audouin des
Baléares et de Puffins cendrés des Canaries le
long des cdtes marocaines et jusqu'au Sahara
Atlantique]

Bai, M.-L. & Schmidt, D. 2012. Differential
migration by age and sex in central European
Ospreys  Pandion  haliaetus.  Journal  of
Ornithology 153: 75-84. [This study analyses the
migration patterns of European Ospreys Pandion
haliaetus ringed in Germany on the basis of the
ring recoveries between 1980 and 2008. The
migration routes form a broad front between
south and southwest of the ringing area, and the
wintering sites are in West Africa south of the
Sahara and around the western Mediterranean.
There is a differential migration of the population
in both spring and autumn timings as well as in
the use of wintering grounds. Adult (third year
and older) males return earliest to the breeding
area in spring, followed by adult females and
then two-year-old birds. In autumn, the adult
females leave the breeding area earlier than adult
males, while the migration of first-year Ospreys
takes place over a wide time-span. Adult males
were discovered mainly around the western
Mediterranean in winter, closer to the ringing
area than adult females and younger birds]

Barbet-Massin, M. ; Walther, B. ; Thuiller, W. ;
Rahbeck, C. & Jiguet, F. 2009. Potential
impacts of climate change on the winter
distribution  of  Afro-Palaearctic =~ migrant
passerines. Biology Letters 5: 248-251. [The
authors modelled the present and future sub-
Saharan winter distributions of 64 trans-Saharan
migrant passerines to predict the potential
impacts of climate change. Results suggest that
37 species would face a range reduction by 2100
under a full dispersal hypothesis. Predicted
changes in range size and location were spatially
structured, with species that winter in southern
and eastern Africa facing larger range
contractions and shifts]

Barbet-Massin, M. ; Thuiller, W. & Jiguet, F.
2010. How much do we overestimate future local
extinction rates when restricting the range of
occurrence data in climate suitability models?

Ecography 33: 878-886. [The authors examine
biases induced by the use of range-restricted
occurrence data on predicted changes in species
richness and predicted extinction rates, at study
area margins. They compared projections of
future suitable climate space for 179 bird species
breeding in Iberia and North Africa (27 of them
breeding only in North Africa though potential
colonizers in Europe), using occurrence data
from the full Western Palaearctic (WP) species
range and from the often-considered European-
restricted range. The use of range-restricted
compared to the full WP occurrence data of a
species led to an underestimate of its suitable
climatic space. The projected changes in species
richness across the focus area (Iberia) varied
considerably according to the occurrence data
used, with higher local extinction rates with
European-restricted data. Modelling results for
species currently breeding only in North Africa
revealed potential colonization of the Iberian
Peninsula (from a climatic point of view), which
highlights the necessity to consider species
outside the focus area if interested in forecasted
changes in species richness]

Barboutis, C. ; Henshaw, I.A.N. ; Mylonas, M. &
Fransson, T. 2011. Seasonal differences in
energy requirements of Garden Warblers Sylvia
borin migrating across the Sahara desert. Ibis
153: 746-754.

Barlow, E.J. ; Daunt, F. ; Wanless, S. ; Alvarez,
D. ; Reid, J.M. & Cavers, S. 2011. Weak large-
scale population genetic structure in a philopatric
seabird, the European Shag Phalacrocorax
aristotelis. Ibis 153: 768-778. [Seven nuclear
microsatellite loci and mitochondrial DNA
markers are used in this study to quantify
population genetic structure and variation across
20 populations (447 individuals) of the European
Shag, spanning a large geographical range.
Despite high breeding philopatry, rare cross-sea
movements and  recognized  subspecies,
population genetic structure was weak across
both microsatellites and mitochondrial markers.
Furthermore, although isolation-by-distance was
detected, microsatellite variation provided no
evidence that open sea formed a complete barrier
to effective dispersal. These data suggest that
occasional long-distance, cross-sea movements
translate into gene flow across a large spatial
scale. Historical factors may also have shaped
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contemporary genetic structure: cluster analyses
of microsatellite data identified three groups,
comprising colonies at southern, mid- and
northern latitudes, and similar structure was
observed at mitochondrial loci]

Bayly, N. ; Rumsey, S. & Clark, J. 2011. Crossing
the Sahara desert: migratory strategies of the
Grasshopper Warbler Locustella naevia. Journal
of Ornithology 152: 933-946. [We describe the
migration and fuelling strategies employed by the
Grasshopper Warbler during the northern autumn
and spring to cross the western Sahara using
ringing datasets from Portugal and Senegal. Body
masses in recaptured birds combined with flight
ranges suggest that <10% of birds in Portugal
could have reached sub-Saharan Africa without
refuelling. Estimated rates of mass change [up to
34% of lean body mass (LBM)/day] and
stopover durations (mean 8 days) also suggest
that the average bird in Portugal required further
stopovers, and point to the strategic importance
of northwest Africa during autumn migration. In
sub-Saharan Africa, Grasshopper Warblers began
to leave Senegal as early as mid-January in order
to spend up to 2 months at unknown sites in
North Africa. Fuelling for the northward journey
across the Sahara was characterised by a slow
fuelling rate (1% LBM/day) and long duration
relative to Portugal (19 days). The constraining
factor on fuelling rates in Senegal is hypothesised
to be low resource availability associated with the
Sahelian dry season. These resources appear to
vary annually with Sahelian rainfall, resulting in
variable fuel loads and fuelling rates and
potentially leading to fuelling shortfalls in years
of low rainfall]

Bobek, M. ; Hampl, R. ; PeSke, L. ; Pojer, F. ;
Simek, J. & Bure§, S. 2008. African Odyssey
project — satellite tracking of black storks Ciconia
nigra breeding at a migratory divide. Journal of
Avian Biology 39: 500-506. [In 1995-2001, a
total of 18 black storks breeding in the Czech
Republic were equipped with satellite and VHF
transmitters. Of them, 11 birds were tracked
during at least one migration season and three
birds were tracked repeatedly. The birds migrated
either across western or eastern Europe to spend
the winter in tropical west or east Africa,
respectively]

Cecere, J.G. ; Matricardi, C. ; Frank, B. ;
Imperio, S. ; Spina, F. ; Gargallo, G. ;
Barboutis, C. & Boitani, L. 2010. Nectar
exploitation by songbirds at Mediterranean
stopover sites. Ardeola 57: 143-157.

Cecere, J.G. ; Cornara, L. ; Mezzetta, S. ; Ferri,
A. ; Spina, F. & Boitani, L. 2011. Pollen
couriers across the Mediterranean: the case of
migrating warblers. Ardea 99: 33-42. [At

stopovers sites in the Sahara and on
Mediterranean islands, European warblers may
feed on nectar. As a consequence of this
behaviour the pollen of exploited plants often
sticks on the birds’ bill or plumage. We analyzed
pollen samples carried by migrating warblers
staging at Ventotene Island (Italy), a stopover site
located in the Central Mediterranean and reached
by large numbers of birds after a direct flight
from North Africa. Finally the paper discuss the
possible role of migrants as pollen vectors]

Flade, M. ; Diop, I. ; Haase, M. ; Le Nevé, A. ;

Oppel, S. ; Tegetmeyer, C. ; Vogel, A. &
Salewski, V. 2011. Distribution, ecology and
threat status of the Aquatic Warblers
Acrocephalus paludicola wintering in  West
Africa. Journal of Ornithology 152, Suppl.l:
129-140. [The Aquatic Warbler (AW) is the only
globally threatened passerine species of
continental Europe. The global population
decreased by >90% during the 20th century.
AWs breed in Palaearctic fen mires and sedge
meadows and spend the non-breeding season in
sub-Saharan Africa, but until 2007 no regular
wintering site had been identified. To date, the
only wintering grounds that have been discovered
are in river floodplain marshes along the Senegal
River in the Djoudj area, Senegal. Estimates of
the density of wintering AWs in suitable habitats
range between 0.5 and 1.6 birds/ha. According to
the estimated area of suitable habitat (4,000—
10,000 ha with strong seasonal and inter-annual
fluctuations), the Djoudj area may hold between
10 and >50% of the global population during the
non-breeding season. Ringing, molecular studies
and feather isotope ratios have failed to provide
conclusive evidence for connectivity between the
Djoudj area and particular Palaearctic breeding
populations. Based on winter records, habitat data
and satellite images, we speculate that the Inner
Niger Delta in Mali could be another important
wintering area]

Frederiksen, M. ; Moe, B. ; Daunt, F. ; Phillips,

R.A. ; Barrett, R.T. ; Bogdanova, M.I. ;
Boulinier, T. ; Chardine, J.W. ; Chastel, O. ;
Chivers, L.S. ; Christensen-Dalsgaard, S. ;
Clément-Chastel, C. ; Colhoun, K. ; Freeman,
R. ; Gaston, A.J. ; Gonzalez-Solis, J. ; Goutte,
A. ; Grémillet, D. ; Guilford, T. ; Jensen, G.H.
; Krasnov, Y. ; Lorentsen, S.-H. ; Mallory,
M.L. ; Newell, M. ; Olsen, B. ; Shaw, D. ;
Steen, H. ; Streom, H. ; Systad, G.H. ;
Thoérarinsson, T.L. & Anker-Nilssen, T. 2011.
Multicolony  tracking reveals the winter
distribution of a pelagic seabird on an ocean
basin scale. Diversity Distrib. Article first
published  online: 26 Nov 2011, DOI:
10.1111/5.1472-4642.2011.00864.x. [Adults
Black-legged kittiwake, Rissa tridactyla were
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tracked from colonies throughout the Atlantic
range over the non-breeding season. Most tracked
birds spent the winter in the West Atlantic,
between Newfoundland and the Mid-Atlantic
Ridge, including in offshore, deep-water areas.
Some birds (mainly local breeders) wintered in
the North Sea and west of the British Isles. There
was a large overlap in winter distributions of
birds from different colonies, and colonies closer
to each other showed larger overlap]

Garcia, J.T. ; Maiiosa, S. ; Morales, M.B. ;
Ponjoan, A. ; Garcia De La Morena, E.L. ;
Bota, G. ; Bretagnolle, V. & Davila, J.A. 2011.
Genetic consequences of interglacial isolation in
a steppe bird. Molecular Phylogenetics &
Evolution 61: 671-676. [In response to climate
changes that have occurred during Pleistocene
glacial cycles, taxa associated to steppe
vegetation might have followed a pattern of
historical evolution in which isolation and
fragmentation of populations occurred during the
short interglacials and expansion events occurred
during the long glacial periods, in contrast to the
pattern described for temperate species. Using
molecular genetic data the authors evaluate this
idea in a steppe bird with Palaearctic distribution,
the little bustard (Tetrax tetrax). Overall,
extremely low  genetic  diversity  and
differentiation was observed among eight little
bustard populations distributed in Spain and
France]

Garcia-Ripollés, C. ; Lépez-Lopez, P. & Urios,
V. 2010. First description of migration and
wintering of adult Egyptian Vultures Neophron
percnopterus tracked by GPS satellite telemetry.
Bird Study 57: 261-265. [Migratory routes of two
adult Egyptian Vultures tracked with GPS
satellite telemetry from Spain to Africa through
Morocco and Western Sahara. Over two years
birds showed high territorial and high winter site
fidelity in the Sahel]

Illera, J.C. ; Koivula, K. ; Broggi, J. ; Pickert,
M. ; Martens, J. & Kvist, L. 2011. A multi-gene
approach reveals a complex evolutionary history
in the Cyanistes species group. Molecular
Ecology 20: 4123-4139. [The authors used
nuclear and mitochondrial markers to investigate
the phylogeography of the blue tit complex (blue
tit Cyanistes caeruleus, Canary blue tit C.
teneriffae and azure tit C. cyanus), and assess the
role of the Canary Islands for the geographic
structuring of genetic variation. They analysed
DNA sequences from 51 breeding populations
and more than 400 individuals in the blue tit
complex. Discrepancies in the nuclear and
mitochondrial gene trees provided evidence of a
complex evolutionary process around the
Mediterranean  Basin.  Coalescent analyses
revealed gene flow between C. caeruleus and C.

teneriffae suggesting a dynamic process with
multiple phases of colonization and geographic
overlapping ranges. Microsatellite data indicated
strong genetic differentiation among the Canary
Islands and between the Canary archipelago and
the close continental areas, indicating limited
contemporary gene flow. Diversification of the
blue tit complex is estimated to have started
during the early Pliocene (= 5 Ma), coincident
with the end of Messinian salinity crisis.
Phylogenetic analyses indicated that the North
African blue tit is derived from the Canary blue
tits, a pattern is avian ‘back colonization’ that
contrasts with more traditionally held views of
islands being sinks rather than sources]

Jenni-Eiermann, S. ; Almasi, B. ; Maggini, 1. ;

Salewski, V. ; Bruderer, B. ; Liechti, F. &
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